
Good Friday + March 29, 2024 
 
Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Opening Sentences 
P Let us ever walk with Jesus. 
C To see the depths of his love. 
P To behold the gift of his forgiveness. 
C To gaze upon the heights of his grace. 
P To marvel at the magnitude of his mercy. 
C We walk with Jesus to Golgotha.   
P That’s Aramaic for The Place of the Skull. 
C That’s where Jesus gave us his all. 
P Faithful Lord, with me abide.  
C I shall follow where you guide!  
 

Confessional Hymn 
440 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now LSB 440 sts. 1–4 

 

 

 

 
Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626–81; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615 Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Kneel for Confession 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 
P Dear Jesus, our Savior and Lord, lead us to behold the agony of your rejection, the pain of your condemnation, and the 

horror of your crucifixion. 
C Empower us to walk where you walked and to the people you encountered on that Friday so long ago.  
P Stay with us, Lord, as we witness your suffering and listen to your last words of love.  
C As we approach Calvary, let us become mindful of our sins and of our willful rebellion against your holy 

commandments.  
  
P Eternal God, we confess that we have turned away from you in our thinking, speaking and doing.  
C We have lived for ourselves and have refused to bear the burdens of others.  



P We have passed by the hungry, the poor and the oppressed. 
C O God, we have tried to hide from you and from one another.  
  
P We confess our fatal attractions that enslave us and the failed relationships that haunt us.  
C We cannot plead the strength of our temptations or the frailty of our nature or place the blame on other people.  
  
P We can only say— 
C Lord, have mercy! Christ, have mercy! Lord, have mercy!  
  
P Hear the good news! Jesus walked to places of rejection, suffering, torment and death—for you. Jesus was determined 

to go to Gethsemane, Gabbatha and Golgotha—for you. That’s why Jesus forgives you completely and loves you 
eternally. As a Called and Ordained Servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive you of all your sins in the 
Name of the Father, and of The Son, and of The Holy Spirit. Faithful Lord, with me abide! 

C I shall follow where you guide! 
 

440 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now LSB 440 sts. 5–6 

 

 

 

 
Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626–81; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615 Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Prayer of the Day 
P Almighty God, graciously behold your family for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed and delivered 

into the hands of sinful men to suffer death upon the cross; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 50:4–10 

4The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of those who are taught, that I may know how to sustain with a word him who is 
weary. Morning by morning he awakens; he awakens my ear to hear as those who are taught. 5The Lord GOD has opened my 
ear, and I was not rebellious; I turned not backward. 6I gave my back to those who strike, and my cheeks to those who pull 
out the beard; I hid not my face from disgrace and spitting. 7But the Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been 
disgraced; therefore I have set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame. 8He who vindicates me is 
near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who is my adversary? Let him come near to me. 9Behold, the 
Lord GOD helps me; who will declare me guilty? Behold, all of them will wear out like a garment; the moth will eat them up. 

 
10Who among you fears the LORD and obeys the voice of his servant? Let him who walks in darkness and has no light 

trust in the name of the LORD and rely on his God. 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 



Epistle Reading Galatians 3:10–14 
 10For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is written, “Cursed be everyone who does not abide by all 
things written in the Book of the Law, and do them.” 11Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by the law, for 
“The righteous shall live by faith.” 12But the law is not of faith, rather “The one who does them shall live by them.” 13Christ 
redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a 
tree”— 14so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promised 
Spirit through faith. 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 27:45–56 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-seventh chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 45Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. 46And about the ninth hour Jesus 
cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 
47And some of the bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man is calling Elijah.” 48And one of them at once ran and took a sponge, 
filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink. 49But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah 
will come to save him.” 50And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit. 
 51And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth shook, and the rocks were 
split. 52The tombs also were opened. And many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised, 53and coming out of 
the tombs after his resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many. 54When the centurion and those who 
were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were filled with awe and said, 
“Truly this was the Son of God!” 
 55There were also many women there, looking on from a distance, who had followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering to 
him, 56among whom were Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Joseph and the mother of the sons of 
Zebedee. 
 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sermon Hymn 
611 Chief of Sinners Though I Be LSB 611 

 

 

 



 
Text: William McComb, 1793–1873, alt. Tune: Richard Redhead, 1820–1901 Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon 

 
There will be an offering plate available on the back pew of the sanctuary. Thank you for your continued generous support of 
the Lord's work through our congregation. 

 
The Prayers 
P Onward in Christ’s footsteps treading, pilgrims here, our home above. Full of faith and hope and love. Let us do the 

Father’s bidding. And so we pray: Dear Lord Jesus, that there had to be a day when you—the eternal Son of God—
would be made sin for us, is not good. But at the same time, that you freely and gladly gave yourself for us on the cross, 
is ultimate goodness. Lord, in your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
P Dear Lord Jesus, from the cross you uttered these two impassioned cries. “Father, forgive them” and “My God, my God, 

why have you forsaken me?” The first, our forgiveness, required the second, your God-forsakenness. Together, these 
cries humble our hearts and ignite our faith. Lord, in your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
P Dear Lord Jesus, then you cried, “It is finished.” You left nothing undone. We are redeemed, reconciled, renewed, and 

resurrection is most certainly coming. You became the Just for the unjust, the Beautiful One for the broken ones, the 
Way for the lost ones, the Savior for the sinners, the Lamb of God for the rebels from God. Lord, in your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
P Dear Lord Jesus, thousands of years into our life in the new heaven and new earth, we will still be stunned with awe, 

worship, and gratitude for the greatness of your sacrifice and love for us. R rated, to be sure, because you exhausted 
God’s judgment against our numberless sins.  

C Jesus, let me faithful be, life eternal grant to me. Amen. 
  

The Lord's Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Closing Sentences 
P Jesus invites us to walk with him to Golgotha.         
C A place of great suffering. 

  
P And a place of great love. 
C We will walk with Jesus all the way. 
 

11am Hymn 
542 When I Behold Jesus Christ LSB 542 

 



 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1, ref, 2–3): tr. Hartmut Schoenherr, with Jim and Aurelia Keefer; (st. 4): Joseph Herl, 1959 Text (sts. 1, ref, 2–3) and tune: Almaz Belhu Text (st. 4): © 1998 Concordia Publishing 
House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004541 Text (sts. 1, ref, 2–3) and tune: © 1970 Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110004541 

 
7pm Trinity Choir: "The Old Rugged Cross" 

 
 The Service of Tenebrae  

 
We reflect on the seven last words that Jesus spoke from the cross. 

 
The First Word Luke 23:33–34 

 33And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right 
and one on his left. 34And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide his 
garments. 
 

439 O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken LSB 439 sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 Text and tune: Public domain 

 



The Second Word Luke 23:39–43 
 39One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!” 40But the 
other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we 
indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42And he said, 
“Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with 
me in Paradise.” 
 

439 O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken LSB 439 sts. 4–5 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 Text and tune: Public domain 

 
The Third Word John 19:25–27 

25but standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 
Magdalene. 26When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, 
behold, your son!” 27Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her to his own 
home. 
 

451 Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted LSB 451 sts. 1–2 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas Kelly, 1769–1855, alt. Tune: Geistliche Volkslieder, 1850, Paderborn Text and tune: Public domain 



The Fourth Word Matthew 27:45–46 
 45Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. 46And about the ninth hour Jesus 
cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 
 

451 Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted LSB 451 sts. 3–4 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas Kelly, 1769–1855, alt. Tune: Geistliche Volkslieder, 1850, Paderborn Text and tune: Public domain 

 
The Fifth Word John 19:28 

 28After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.” 
 

450 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded LSB 450 sts. 1–2 

 

 

 

 
Text: attr. Bernard of Clairvaux, 1091–1153; German version, Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. Tune: Hans Leo Hassler, 1564–1612 Text: © 1941 Concordia 
Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004541 Tune: Public domain 

 
The Sixth Word John 19:30 

 30When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 
 



450 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded LSB 450 sts. 3, 5 

 

 

 

 
Text: attr. Bernard of Clairvaux, 1091–1153; German version, Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. Tune: Hans Leo Hassler, 1564–1612 Text: © 1941 Concordia 
Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004541 Tune: Public domain 

 
The Seventh Word Luke 23:46 

 46Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” And having said this he 
breathed his last. 
 

 The Strepitus  
 

At this point in the Tenebrae, there is a loud sound, called the Strepitus, symbolizing the sealing of Jesus’ tomb, and the Christ 
Candle is then returned to its place as a silent testimony to the resurrection of Jesus three days after His death. 
 

11am Closing Hymn 
456 Were You There LSB 456 sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: African American spiritual, 19th cent., alt. Text and tune: Public domain 

 
7pm Trinity Choir:  "Where You There" 

 
We depart in silent confidence, trusting that the light of Easter will soon scatter the darkness of Good Friday. 
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